





N° LXXIX. 


T HE 


LOU N G E R. 


[ N° LXXIX, } Saturday, Auguft 5. 1786. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 


M* father was a country clergyman, a man of worth and probity, and who 
had the reputation both of learning and abilities. Being his eldeft child, 


and, as he, perhaps partially, thought, of no unpromifing capacity, it was his 
pleafure to inftruct me in various branches of knowledge, to which he judged my 
underftanding was equal, and to cultivate my tatte by an early acquaintance with 
the beft authors in our own language. Prepofterous acquifitions, Mr Lounger, 
for perfons in my ftation of life!—He died about three years ago, leaving my 
mother and four children, with no other fund for their maintenance than that 
flender penfion which in this country is provided for the widows and children of 
the clergy. There were indeed about 150 fermons of my father’s compofition, 
together with many other manufcripts relating to church-hiftory and antiquities ; 
from all which my mother for fome time had formed to herfelf many golden ex- 
pectations : but on offering them for fale to a bookfeller, he refufed to give more 
than Five Pounds for the whole parcel, and the rather chofe to retain them in her 
own hands. 

To relieve her of part of the burden of her family, a gentleman, who was a di- 
ftant relation of my father’s, was kind enough to take charge of the education of 
one of my brothers; and as 1 was now feventeen, and befides the lefs ufeful ac- 
quifitions | have mentioned, was moderately {killed in moft of the ordinary ac- 
complifhments of my fex, it coft feme deliberation, whether | fhould look: out for 
the place of a Lady’s waiting-maid, or afpire to the more honourable occupation 
of a mantua-maker, While my plan was yet undetermined, the fame gentleman 
who had taken my brother under his protection, wrote to my mother, informing 
her, that an elderly Lady of rank, with whom he had the honour of being ac- 
quainted, was in fearch of a young perfon, to refide with her rather as a companion 
than as a fervant; and that he had no doubt, if that eftablifhment was agreeable 
to me, it would be in his power to procure it for me. He reprefented my Lady 
Bidmore (the Lady in queftion) as a mighty good fort of woman; and though he 
owned fhe had fome particular whims, he doubted not that | could eafily accom- 
modate mylelf to them, as they did not proceed from any fault of temper, but 
a fingularity of tafle, which a Lady of great fortune might eafily be excufed for 
indulging herfelf in. In thort, Sir, my mother and I judged this opportunity not 
to be neglected; and within a few days, our good friend acquainting us that he 
had arranged every thing for my reception, I fet off for town in the ftage-coach, 
to wait on my Lady Bidmore in thé capacity of her gentlewoman or humble 
friend. 

It is proper, Sir, to inform you, that this Lady owed her birth to a decayed 
tradefman of this metropolis, and her education to a charity-fchool. At the age 
of eighteen, fhe had gone to refide with a relation in London, where it was her 
good fortune to engage the affections of an eminent pawn-broker. With him fhe 
lived thirty years; and being left a widow, with a fortune, as was faid, of 
L. 20,000, fhe foon after received the addrefles of Sir Humphry Bidmore, Knight, 
Alderman and grocer, then in the 7oth year of his age. After a year and a half, 
Sir Humphry dying without children, her Ladythip loft a very affectionate huf- 
band, but gained an addition of L. 15,000 to her fortune. On her marriage, fhe 
had fold the good-will of her fhop and warehoufe; a tranfaction that, now fhe 
was a fecond time a widow, fhe never ceafed to repine at; and fhe has often been 
heard to regret, that fince her dear Sir Humphry was to die, it was a thoufand 
pities he did not do it a twelvemonth fooner, “As it was, however, to no purpofe 
to reflect on what could not be amended, and as her title of Lady/hip was indeed 
an obftacle to her refuming a profeffion for which both genius and inclination had 
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eminently qualified her, fhe made up her mind to her change of fituation, and de- 
termined to pafs the remainder of her days with eafe and dignity in her native 
country. 

To this Lady’s houfe I repaired immediately on my arrival in town. If it is 
not always right to fuffer ourfelves to be influenced by impreffions, it muft be al- 
lowed that we often find the features of a character pretty ftrongly delineated on 
its outfide. 1 was no fooner announced, than her Ladyfhip, who happened to be 
ftanding, feated herfelf with great gravity in her arm-chair; and beckoning me 
to approach, began to furvey me with one of thofe fearching looks which I fup- 
pofe the famous Fuji ice Fielding (bating that he was blind) would have employed 
to {can the countenance of a young thief. My face happening luckily to give no 
offence, her next attention was beftowed on my drefs; every article of which fhe 
not only examined with her eyes, but her fingers, feeling the ftuff of my gown, 
and holding my apron between her and the light, to obferve the quality of the 
gauze, and the texture of the lace. “Is this {uit your own, child; or have you 
“ borrowed it for the occafion?”—‘* My own, Ma’am,.”—‘“ So much the worfe, 
** Why this is a lace at twelve fhillings the yard: Was there ever fuch extrava- 
* gance! But perhaps you had it cheap at an old-cloaths fhop, Tell the truth, 
“© child; for | abominate liars.” 1 began now to fee a little into the character, 
and refolved to take no offence. In fact fhe had guefled the real hiftory of the 
apron, which | had bought that morning in my way to her Ladythip’s houfe; and 
I owned it was fo, and that I had it at a third of the value. “ Why, that’s right 
** again, child. I like you the better for that:—’Tis a good thing to be fharp at 
a bargain. Such pennyworths as I have had in my day !—And now that I can’t 
buiftle fo well as I once could, a body like you may be ufeful—Was you ever at 
a fale,—a roupmg you call it in this country?” ‘* No, Madam; 1 came to town 
only laft night.”—‘ Why then you fhall go with me toa fale to-morrow. Let me 
fee ;—(taking out a little memorandum-book). 'Tuefday, Lady Fan-/ftick’s: Tea and 
** table china.—Wednefday, Mrs Grifkin’s: Kitchen-furniture—Thuriday, Mr Gim- 
** crack’s: Antiques, books, and pictures: I don’t underftand them things.—Friday, 
“ Mrs Thrifty’s : Bed and table linen, feather-beds and blankets, damafk in the web, 
** eider-down quilts, chintz curtains and chairflips: Ay, there will be fome rare 
bargains: every thing of the beft fort I warrant it. Voor Thrifty! fhe went to 
the devil through pure ceconomy.—Saturday, The elegant furniture of a gentle- 
man juft going abroad: A mere bite of Vamp the auctioneer’s— his own old 
_ © trumpery.” Thus fhe went on; and I found her Ladyfhip had made a re- 

gular entry in her books, for ten fucceflive days, of every fale there was to be in 
town. “Why fure, Madam,” faid I, ** your Ladyfhip does not mean to attend 
“ all the fales you mentioned ?”——“ Yes, | do mean it, and as many more every 
week, if I can find them.—How elfe do you think | could pafs my time? Tell 
me now what was your favourite occupation.—How did you {pend your time 
in the country?” “* Time, Madam, never lay heavy on my hands. | af- 
fifted my mother in the care of her family, and at my leifure hours amufed 
myfelf with reading and writing.’-———‘* Why, that’s right: —{fo you fhall do 
here, You thall help me in the family-matters; and for reading and writing, 
you fhall read all the newfpapers, and write down the advertifements of all 
“the fales. But come,” faid fhe, ‘ 1 muft fhew you what is to be your houfe- 
“ hold-occupation.” 

Her Ladythip then conducted me through her houfe; and here I beheld a mu- 
Jeum of a new and moft extraordinary nature. Her Ladyfhip occupied a large old 
houfe, every room of which was fo completely filled with furniture, that it was 
impoflible to find one’s way from one end to the other, without winding through a 
labyrinth of chefts of drawers, commodes, cabinets, and boxes, which occupied 
the whole floors, walls, and even windows, Yet in this apparent confufion there 
was much order and regularity ; for each room had its diftin& clafs of articles, to 
which it was exclufively appropriated. But the two apartments which her Lady- 
{hip confidered as the moft valuable of her mufeum, and which fhe never fullered 
to be entered but in her own prefence, were her china- room and wardrobe In 
the former were piles of plates and difhes, and pyramids of cups and faucers, 
reaching from the floor to the ceiling, In ome quarter was a rampart of turecns 
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and foup-difhes, in another an embattlement of punch-bowls, caudle-cups, and 
porringers, The dark blue of Nankeen was contrafted with the ancient re! of Ja- 
pen, the produdtion of Drefden was oppofed to the manufacture of Seves, and 
the mock Saxon of Derby to the mock Indian of Stafford/hire. In the ornamental 
porcelaine, the eye was completely loft ina chaos of pagodas, wagging-headed 
mandareens and bonzes, red lions, golden dogs, and fiery dragons, In the other 
apartment, the wardrobe f was repofited every article of female apparel that had 
been in ufe during the laft fixty years. To attempt an enumeration is utterly im- 
poflible; for in the two years I have been with her Ladythip, I have not yet learnt 
half the names of thefe wonderful accoutrements. As the moft exact order was 
obferved in arranging the different articles of drefs, it might even have amufed you, 
Mr Lounger, as a philofopher, to have marked the various fluctuations of fafhion 
in the habits of our whimfical fex, and the fantaftical coverings in which we 
have chofen, at different periods, to difguife our natural fhapes. Here, Sir, you 
might obferve the gradual progrefs of the hoop, both in its increafe and wane, the 
alternate elevation and depreffion of the ftays, the ftages of gradation from the {tiff 
jacket and farthingale to the fack, and from the negligée to the polonaifé; the re- 
gular fucceflion of laced hoods, caps, mobs, French night-caps and Robin Grays; 
the progrefs of bonnets from the Quaker to the Shepherdefs and Kitty Fifher, and 
thence to the Werter, the Lunardi, and Parachute. 

Her Ladyfhip was now pleafed to inform me of thofe fervices fhe expected from 
me as her attendant and companion; and left | fhould fcruple at the feveriry or 
menial nature of any of my tafks, fhe took care to inform me, that I was to be 
but an afliftant to herfelf in every one of them. They confifted in cleaning and 
{weeping out the feveral apartments, airing the feather-beds and blankets, turning 
and ranging the fuits of linen; pinching, plaiting, and folding the different ar- 
ticles in the wardrobe; wafhing, dufting, and blowing the China; rubbing and 
polifhing, with bees-wax, the chairs, tables, and cabinet-work, and fcouring the 
kitchen-furniture. In thefe two laft departments, however, we were to have the 
additional aid of the cook and chambermaid. 

Early next morning (her Ladyfhip always rifes at five o'clock) I entered upon 
office; and being furnithed with an apron and ftomacher of blue flannel, went to 
work upon the ta ables and chairs: and in this | acquitted myfelf fo much to her 
Ladytfhip’s fatisfacion, that fhe declared mea good clever girl; and added, 
that fhe had feldom een a better hand at the rubber and hard-brufh, At eight 
we had tea and buttered toatt, her Ladyfhip mixing a table-fpoonful of brandy 
in every cup, which fhe faid was good againft wind in the ftomach; and after 
breakfaft fhe walked out, leaning on my arm, to the before-mentioned auction of 
china at Lady Fan-ftick’s. 

Here, Sir, | had an opportunity of obferving the importance of her Ladyfhip’s 
character, who no fooner made her appearance, than the auctioneer, laying down a 
lot which he was juft going to knock off, called out for a chair to Lady Bidmore, 
and, courteoufly making a fign to the company to give way, beckoned to her La- 
dythip to take her feat at his right hand, ‘Then handing to her the lot, which he 
called a round tureen, he defired her Ladythip to obferve the f{trength and folidity 
of the manufaéture, and the beauty of the colouring. After a ihort examination, 
and ringing it, to try if it was without flaw, ihe returned it into the auctioneer’s 
hands, declaring it a piece of true Dragon. Hereupon two or three additional 
bidders ftepped into the field; and the lot; which was a few minutes before going 
at ten fhillings, fold for twenty-five. Her Ladythip was now confulted on 
every article that was expofed, either by handing it down for her infpection, or 
by turning it to the fide whence fhe could have a proper view of it; and her opi- 
nion was fometimes given in a few decifive words, and fometimes expretled by a 
fignificant nod or wink to the auctioneer. Thefe decitions were gener lly indeed 
much more to his fatisfaction than that of the refit of the company, many of whom 
curfed her Ladythip for enhancing their bargains; and one gentleman, with more 
pinnate {5 than politenefs, fwore, he believed there was roguery in the bufineis, 
and that the old pawn- broker was either felling her own goods, or had poundage 
on every article in the fale. Thefe reflections her Ladythip (from being quite 
accultomed to them) heard with the utmott indifference; and the bought herfelf 
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many of the-capital lots. She returned home in great fpirits; and we fpent the 
afternoon in difpofing to advantage her new purchafes, which occafioned fome 
alteration of arrangement in the china-room, and gave us fufficient occupation for 
the greateft part of the evening. Such is the hiftory of the firft day 1 pafled in 
her Ladyfhip’s fervice; and fo uniform is the tenor of her life, that the hiftory of 
one day is as good as that of a thoufand. 

Hitherto, Sir, | have informed you of nothing in her Ladyfhip’s character, or 
mode of living, to which a perfon in my dependent circumftances might not have 
endeavoured, even chearfully, to accommodate herfelf. Nor am I fure that what I 
have yet to inform you of will be fufficient to juftify me in the opinion of a// your 
readers, for the refolution | have taken, of quitting her Ladythip’s fervice; at a 
time too when | ftand fo high in her favour, that ihe has repeatedly declared fhe 
could not live without me. Be that as it may, I owe it in juftice to myfelf, to in- 
form you of the caufe of my diffatisfaction with my prefent fituation. 

I had very early obferved in her Ladythip’s difpofition, that felfifhnefS we often 
remark in low minds; a fenfibility limited to their own pains and pleafures, with 
a total unconcern for thofe of others. It was however only by degrees I came to 
difcover to what lengths this principle was capable of extending. I am now dif- 
pofed to believe there are perfons whofe nature partakes not in the fmalleft degree 
of the humane or benevolent affections. 

In the courfe of my attendance on her Ladyfhip at thofe fales which fhe daily 
frequents, I have occafionally witnefled fcenes which none but the moft obdurate 
natures could have beheld with unconcern. An auction of the effects of a pri- 
vate perfon is frequently the moft melancholy of fpectacles. It is the fignal of the 
diffolution of a family, the breaking up of all the tendereft ties of human nature: 
And it often happens, that in thofe f{cenes poverty is fuperadded to calamity. 1 
attended her Ladyfhip.one day lately to a fale in the houfe of MrS , who, 
about a month before, had loft a moft amiable wife, the mother of five children, 
He had been unfortunate in bufinefs, and lofing with this event all refolution to 
f{truggle with the world, he had determined to retire with his family to a diftant 

art of the country. Amid{t the confufion of the houfe, there was one room in 
which the children were kept, under the care of a maid fervant; Lady Bidmore, 
prying in the fpirit of a harpy into every corner, entered this room, having in 
her hand a {mall drefling-box, which the had juft bought. A beautiful boy, of 
four years of age, ran up to her, and endeavoured to feize the box: “ That’s my 
“© mamma’s, faid he—you fhall not carry it away; "tis my own mamma’s.”— 
Mamma, my dear,” whifpered the maid, “ has no ufe for it.’—‘* Hold your 
“ peace, little Mr Prat-apace,” cried my Lady Bidmore, “ ’tis my box now, and 
‘ | have paid pretty well for it. Nurfe, young mafter muft have a whipping, to 
“© teach him better manners.’— 

Her Ladyfhip has many poor relations, among the reft two fifters, who have 
numerous families. One of thefe, a widow, whom having once accommodated 
with the loan of ten pounds, which fhe was unable to repay, this circumftance 
furnifhes, at prefent, an excufe for allowing her and her family to ftarve. The 
other having the misfortune to be married to a fpendthrift and a drunkard, it 
would be an unworthy ufe of her Ladyfhip’s money, to fupply his extravagance 
and debaucheries. Thus, while in my Lady’s repofitories | have counted the 
complete furnifhings of twenty beds, her two fifters have fcarce a blanket to cover 
them: and while there are, to my knowledge, in one fingle cheft, thirty pieces of 
uncut nankeen, there are fix of her nephews at this moment running the {ftreets 
without breeches. Thefe, however, are her Ladyfhip’s heirs, unlefs fupplanted 
by fome favourite like myfelf. For fhe has repeatedly aflured me, 1 fhall find a 
proof of the ftrength of her affection in her will,—Silly girl that 1 am, to forego 
\:ofe brilliant expectations! Yet fuch is the misfortune of fome feelings, with 
,. .ich 1 believe 1 was born, and fome principles, which have been ftrengthened in 
me by an erroneous fy{tem of education, 

Iam, Sir, 
Your humble fervant 
ALICE HEARTLY. 


Next Saturday will be publifhed No LXXX, 
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